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• Teaching
• Laboratory- based research
• Public engagement
• Education and science communication 

research outputs

• Students skills development
– Year 1, 2 and project work year 3

• Opportunities
• Your own career development



Microbiology and Art Lecture

Deterioration of art 
Beauty of microorganisms
Microorganisms in art
Microbiology and art collaborations



Artists working with microorganisms and microbiologists include: 
Ana Dumitriu, Mell Fisher, Sarah Craske, Heather Barnett



Assignment

• Consider an output that links 
microbiology and art

• Discuss your idea with the 
tutor

• Identify what you will submit
• Negotiate assessment 

criteria
• Submit your output



Natasha Khan



Rehana Akhtar, Stacey Goulden
Iqra Ali

Jennie Hutchinson



Jessica Murray

Siobhan Webb, Anthony 
Clayton, Mark Worrall



Exhibitions, calendars, 
publications, postcards, awards

Enthusiasm, inspiration, extension 



More than 50 novels since 2009; reading 
guides and meeting reports on website

Microbiology and Literature
www2.mmu.ac.uk/engage/what-we-do/bad-bugs-bookclub/



BMS Bookclub

• Tutorials, year 2
• Formative
• Discursive

• Lots of students
• Learning
• Not all engaged

• Suggestions for re-run



World AIDS Day

• Community quilt project, tv
documentary screening
– Dorian by Will Self
– student project (AIDS Sutra)

• Launch of SGM HIV booklet
- Dracula by Bram Stoker

• AIDS Quilt/Banner exhibition at 
Manchester People’s History 
Museum
- 28 stories of AIDS in Africa by 
Stephanie Nolen

• Banner presented to Terrence 
Higgins Trust, London

• MSI Saturday Science ‘the very small 
world of viruses’

• Graphic novel. Second Avenue Caper 
by Joyce Brabner



World Malaria Day
• Malaria Migrations, microbiology, and music
• Student art 
• WHO research project 
• Calcutta Chromosome by Amitav Ghosh



Emily Robertson



Zombies, vampires and werewolves

• Typically pandemic
• Compare epidemiology 

with existing infectious 
disease

• Many novels, including:
– Dracula
– Twilight
– Warm Bodies
– The Strain



SimZombie!





Manchester Children’s 
Book Festival

• Two epidemics/books
– Charlie Higson series
– Code Orange by C.Cooney

• Consider how the two 
diseases are controlled 
using Simzombie and 
Simfection

• Simfection developed as 
learning resource

• Evaluated as vaccine-
hesitancy intervention



www.simfection.org.uk







Mixed Cultures: developing skills in 
microbiology undergraduates 

using art and literature

• For students:
• Important
• Useful
• Stimulating
• Educational
• Challenging
• Social

• For staff:
• Connections
• Collaborations
• Opportunities
• Outputs
• Rewarding
• Value
• Fun!



• Thanks!
– Colleagues
– Collaborators
– Students
– Sponsors

• Microbiology Society 75th

• Bookclub 10th

• j.verran@mmu.ac.uk
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